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Reference Notes 

References to ‘Golden Hills’ in published writings can denote either  

a) the Golden Hills Hut itself  
b) the Golden Hills holding paddock area in general or  
c) both.  

Writers recollecting the stories of the muster often refer to ‘Golden Hills’ but undoubtedly 
reference to wayfaring at the hut also.   

 

The Hut in context 

As Golden Hills Hut was integral to the history and development of the Ngamatea sheep 
station, and indeed neighbouring stations, the general history or description of Ngamatea 
sheep station or what was known as Owhaoko land, is also referenced in the Photocopied 
Content in order to give a greater context and understanding of its heritage.   

 

Photocopied Content listed 

Page numbers listed in bold (eg p158) in the following content list refer to either - 

a) when the name of the Hut itself is specifically mentioned or  
b) when the general term of Golden Hills has reasonable reference to the hut within 

context on the page.   

All other page numbers refer to either Golden Hills in general or to the history and 
landownership of Ngamatea. 
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Photocopied content and page references to application questions 

Notes: Page numbers refer to mention of Golden Hills 
Bold page numbers refer directly to Golden Hills Hut 
 
(Published works are ordered by greatest reference to Golden Hills Hut) 
____________________________________________ 
 
 

 

Ngamatea: the land and the people 
 
Introduction 
 Narrative about Ngamatea, Hazel Riseborough  
 
Chapter 1 – Owhaoko 
 Maori/Pakeha history of Owhaoko land, land ownership 
 p8 The Golden Hills 
 p15 Land block ownership of Owhaoko D 
 p20-21 &26 Use of Golden Hills land 
 
Chapter 2&3 – Fernie Brothers – L&W Roberts 
 p42 Jerry Johnston rabbit hunter, 1930s Q14 
 p52 Holding paddock for the muster Q9 
 p54-55 Rabbit culling, 1937 Q14 
 p55 Deer culling, 1938 Q14 
 p56 Camp out for mustering team Q14 
 p60 Rabbit culling, 1940s Q14 
 
Chapter 4 – The Muster 
 p 89 Map: Indicating the hut 
 p90-91 Central point of the main muster Q14 
 p93 Photo: A load of chaff at Golden Hills  Q14 
 p105 Description of Golden Hills Hut, ‘largest most used hut’ Q12 
 p106 Photo: Golden Hills Hut  Q12 
 p109 Building a toilet at the hut  Q12 
 p110 Bathing necessities for musters  Q12 
 
Chapter 5,7&8 – Incidents – Development – Others 
 p153 Fencing the Golden Hills land  Q14 
 p155 Army SAS training  Q14 
 p182 Last full muster, 1968  Q14 
 p183 Tractor and bulldozed track to the hut, 1971  Q14 
 p226 Lester Masters and Dr Bathgate using the hut  Q14 
 p227 The Visitors Log book  Q14 
 p233 Deer hunters  Q14 
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Sunrise on the Hills 
 
A musterer’s year on Ngamatea – New Zealand’s biggest sheep station. 
Tales in the life of a musterer for one season. 
 
 p8 Map of Ngamatea station 
 p9 Size of Ngamatea 
 p42-43 Trekking to Golden Hills 
 p66 Holding paddock 
 p72 Riding to Golden Hills 
 p73 Description of the ‘golden’ land and visitor log book  Q14 
 p154 Last leg of the straggle muster to Golden Hills  
 p159 Deer skins 
 p161 Resting at the hut 
 p164 Winter straggle 
 p165 Deer stalking 
 p176 Deer stalking 
 
 

 

Visitors Book – Golden Hills Hut (1947-1972) 
 
Introduction 
 Narrative from the log book originator Lester Masters 1947 

preceeding the visitor log entries 
 Photo: Golden Hills Hut 1947  Q14 
Sample log entries to 1960 (15 pages) 
 
 

 

Back-country Tales 
 
Tales from some of the users of Golden Hills Hut 
 
Chapter - Kaimanawa Country 
 p13-14 History of Ngamatea 
 p17 Driving mobs of sheep 
 
Chapter – Golden Hills and Beyond 
 p21 Built 1925, first semi-permanent occupant of the hut  Q14 
 p22 Army training in guerrilla warfare; gold prospectors  Q14 
 p23 Man missing in the fog  Q14 
 p28 Photo: Golden Hills Hut with Dr Bathgate  Q14 
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Big Country of the North Island 
 
Chapter 27 – Ngamatea 
 p148 Ngamatea, “the North Island mecca of high country 

musterers”  Q9 
 p154 Muster cook ‘Jeff’ resident at the hut  Q14 
 p155 Lester Masters’ visitor log book  Q14 
 
 

 

Station Country: Back-country Life in New Zealand 
 
Chapter 18 – Inland Patea Country 
 p179 Ngamatea Station and history of the landownership 
 p180 Golden Hills region Q14 
 p182 Network of outlying mustering huts  Q14 
 p185 3 day ride from station to the hut, Jack Roberts 
 
 

 

Matt’s Last Muster - A Shepherd’s Journey  
 
In 1989, working as a musterer on Timahanga sheep station, Matt 
Burke and friends take the same journey of the full musters in the 
past. 
 
Chapter 3 – Retracing the Old Mustering Trails 
 p93 DAY 1: to Golden Hills Hut 
 p99 Photo: On the way to Golden Hills  Q14 
 p104 Bulldozed track out to the hut  Q12 
 p105 Arriving at the hut  Q12 
 p108-109 Describing the hut; visitors log book  Q12,14 
 p110 Leaving Golden Hills   
 
 

 

North Island Back Country Huts 
 
 p107-108 – Ngamatea station 
 
Private Huts 
 p135 Photo: Golden Hills hut  Q12 
 p136 Golden Hills Hut today  Q12 
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Historic Sheep Stations of the North Island 
 
Artist Colin Wheeler visits Ngamatea in 1972 
 
Chapter - Ngamatea  
 p52-55 Ngamatea station and history of the landowners 
 p55 Frost, rain and snow at Golden Hills 
 
 
 

 

Shelter from the Storm - The Story of NZ’s Backcountry Huts 
 
 p29 Pastoral Huts (Ngamatea station) 
 p37 The Mustering Huts 
 p39 Photos of huts 
 
Other huts -  Q8 
 p44 Iron Whare  
 p46,47 Old Manson Hut  
 p48,49 Hideaway Biv  
 p54 Riordans Hut  
 p60 Crooked Spur Hut 
 p62,63 Beech Hut 
 

 

A Bunk for the Night – A guide to NZ’s Best Backcountry 
Huts 
 
Other huts -  Q8 
 p50 Stan’s Whare  
 p58 Old Manson Hut, Iron Whare  
 p167 Camp Stream  
 p213 Beech Hut  
 p214 Cowshed Hut 
 
 

 

Westlawn Hut _ Heritage New Zealand.pdf 
 
http://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/7610  Q8 
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Maps  

 

Map 1: Ngamatea Station in the heart of the North island,  
Golden Hills location 
 
 

 

Map 2: Owhaoko Blocks today (A, B, C and D) 
Golden Hills situated on PtD1 
 

 

Map 3: Ngamatea 1930s-1960s 
constructed map by author Hazel Riseborough 

 

 

Google Maps – Golden Hills Hut regional location 
 

 

Google Earth – Golden Hills Hut & photo 
 

 

Maori Land Blocks – Owhaoko D1 
 

 

NZ Topographical map 
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Photographs from publications 

“Ngamatea: the land and its people”, Hazel Riseborough p106   
(Photographer unknown) 

  

 

 

“Ngamatea: the land and its people”, Hazel Riseborough p93  
(Photographer unknown) 
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“Golden Hills Hut Visitors Book”, Lester Masters, introduction pages 
(possible photographer Lester Masters) 

  

 

“Backcountry Tales”, Lester Masters p28 
(possible photographer Lester Masters companion to these men) 

 

  



Application - Golden Hills Hut supporting documentation Page 12  

“The Deer Cullers”, Hans Willems p221 

 

 

“The Deer Cullers”, Hans Willems p71 
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Photo from Paddy Clark – private Deer culler 
Photo: Paddy Clark, Taupo, 1970 

 
Golden Hills Hut with pack horses for deer culling 
 
Photo from Panoramio web site - www.panoramio.com 
Photo: Wero Karena / Uploaded by Monty Shipman, Australia 

 

 (photo circa 2000) possibly of a horse trek 



Application - Golden Hills Hut supporting documentation Page 14  

Photos of David Bedford, possum hunter  

 

 

Golden Hills Hut 

 

 

Harsh conditions of hunting possums in the winter snow 
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Golden Hills Hut in the beech clearing 

 

 

Basic bunks  
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Photos from Fish n Hunt web site - www.fishnhunt.co.nz   

Member: Known as Gav 
Re: Back Country Huts, June 24, 2006 

 

Front view of Golden Hills Hut showing veranda and hitching post for horses 

 

Member (Male, Paterangi): Known as DAD 
Re: Golden Hills April 2007, Sept 3rd, 2007 

 

Front view of the Golden Hills Hut – verandah slightly intact 
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Golden Hills Hut set in a cleared glade of beech trees 

 

 

New fire and chimney installed by hunters  
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Member (Male, Auckland): Known as Sako75 
Re: Golden Hills Report Nov 11th, 2014 

 

Original fence line of the Golden Hills holding yards 

 

 

Looking over the Golden Hills valley – Beech clearing of Golden Hills Hut to the right 
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Deterioration of two sides to the hut 

 

This area is still a popular area for hunting, however hunters now stay at a modern hut built 
on the Golden Hills plains. 
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Photos taken by Owhaoko B&D Trust 2016/17 

Taken during an inspection trip September 2016 and February 2017 

 

Situated in the beech tree clearing 
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The two sides of the hut still in good condition 
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Split beech framework and malthoid walls 

 

 

Carved initials on beams 
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Hunters blogs - Fish n Hunt 
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